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HRD ministry rules
out lITs fee hike

The ministry of human resource development
on friday ruled out any fee hikes in the Indian
Institutes of Technotogy (HT) and rejected the
proposal of the IT Bombay chairman Anit
Kakodkar headed committee which
recommended a five-fold increase in fees of
undergraduate courses. The committee had
recommended the tuition fees inthe 15 1ITs to
increase from Rs 50,000 a year now to nearly Rs
2.51akh. The council decided that the Kakodkar
Committee will take Into account the
suggestions at the time of finalisation.
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[T council rejects
~ fee-hike proposal

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Council of the
Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy — the top decision-mak-
ing body for the institutions —
has not agreed with the rec-
ommendation of the Anil
Kakodkar committee for a big
fee hike from Rs 50,000 at pres-
ent to more than Rs 2lakh per
year for the financial autono-
my of the IITs and felt it could
act as a deterrent for students.

The Counci], which met on
Friday, however, gave in-prin-
ciple approval for setting up of
one technical institute in Mau-
ritius with the help of IITs and
also decided that IT directors
should be appointed through
- & process of open advertise-
~ment and not through search
committee alone.

Kakodkar, who was asked
to suggest a roadmap for the

* TS’ roadinap, was asked to ex-

amine various suggestions

made during the meeting and
rework the report. The meet-

“ing also coudd not discuss re-

form in the Joint Entrance Ex-
amination and curriculum as
T Ramaswamy, secretary, de-
partment of science & tech-
nology, was not present. Ra-
maswamy had prepared a re-
port on the two issues.
Sources said the Council
spent a considerable time in
discussing the Kakodkar com-
mittee report. Many directors
felt Kakodkar’s suggestion on
financial autonomy for IITs
was too simplistic and it would
be difficult to sustain it through
a fee hike alone. Others said
the economic model should be
reworked. HRD minister Kapil
Sibal said charging such a high
fee could act as a deterrent to
students from applying.
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score of 42 in the quantitative section

of the Graduate Management Admis-

sion Test (GMAT) - used as selection crite-

ria by B-schools across the world - Indian
students placed seventh globally, comfort-

i ably beating the global average of 37. Now
i for the bad; Chinese students topped the
list, beating the Indians handily. Given the
obsession with China in this country, this

is likely to cause dark warnings
about Chinese students and corpo-

F irst, the good news. With an average

rate workforce outdoing their

Indian counterparts. But this is a false
alarm. Standardised test scores have very
little bearing on the actual academic or
professional quality of an individual.

To understand what these scores really
signify one couldlook at Battle Hymn Of The
Tiger Mother, a book by Chinese-American
academic and author Amy Chua on how
Chinese mothers raise successful kids. Itisa
somewhat alarming account of parental
pressure. We have Chua forcing her seven-
year-old daughter to practise piariofor hours
into the night without being allowed to get
upfor water orgotothe bathroom, Orcalling
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GMAT results show Chinese better than Indians at maths -
From inventing the zero to zero

No need to ring alarm bells

her “parbage” for being disrespectful - or

throwing a birthday card that her daughter P

had made for her back and demanding a
better one. If this is the traditional Chinese
mode of parenting as Chuasays, itistoohigh
a price to pay for a few more points on a
standardised test.
Just as importantly,
_such flerce focus on a
narrow area of student

performancef ignores
many other skills that
areequally usefulinaca-

life. Creativity, cognitive
skills, the ability’ to understand social
dynamics and work well with one’s peers —
these cannot be discounted. And they are
picked up through social engagement and
fiexible academic structures. Little wonder
that despite having a far lower average on
suchteststhaneitherIndiaor China, it isstill
the US that churns out the largest number of
top-notch entrepreneurs and researchexj S.

e

that's justwhere we might end up if

we continue to be beaten in mathe-
matics by not only East Asians, but also
peoples net traditionally thought of as
numerically outstanding, such as Turks
andlIsraelis. Norisitany
comfort that Indians
do considerably better
.than most nationalities

O ur ancestors invented the zero and

including Americans,
because of the Indian
test-taker’s profile,
They belong to our
elite - at least econom-
ically since they can afford to go abroad -

: . and benefit from this country’s best. They

are far more focussed than, for instance
Americans, for a variety of reasons. Most
significantly, about 60% of Indian GMAT
test-takers are engineers by training as

opposed to the global average of 15%. -

This means that Indians have the advan-
tage of background, focus and training.

" COUNTERVIEW =

Deep K Datta-Ray

Despite this they are beaten by people
statistically unlikely tobe engineers, rela-
tively unmeotivated and most likely not
hailing from the economic elite in their
own countries.

This is deeply troubling because it
signals a skills deficit produced almost
certainly by the shortcomings of our
education system and threatens our
development. Without highly trained
engineers, it is unlikely
that India will ever be able
to build the massive infra-
structure projects needed to lift the
masses out of humiliating poverty. The
goals might have changed from dams to
nuclear power plants, but both still
require people highly competent in
maths. Do we want to wind up like the
UK and US where engineering jobs are
the hardest te fill because students flock
to the humanities? Our poverty ensures
we cannot afford such luxuries. Numeri-
cal skills are an essential complement to
literacy, To be second rate in this area is
to lose out on an essential ingredient of
national competitiveness.
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Rare voice box transplant
helps woman speak again

Vocal Cord, Damaged Years Ago, Repaired In 10-Hr Op

Sacramento (California): A
woman whose natural voice could
have been silenced forever because
of vocal cord damage is able to talk
againafter undergoingarare voice
box transplant.

Brenda Charett Jensen, 52, re-
united with the team of surgeons
who performed the delicate oper-
ation last October, only the second
surgery of its kind performed in
the United States. “It's just been
amazing — simply, simply amaz-
ing. And I'mstill in shock,” Jensen
said in araspy veice at a news con-
ference with her doctors. “I never
know what's going to come tomor-
row, but I know it's going to be bet-
ter than where I've been.”

Jensen damaged her vocal cords
more than a decade ago after she re-
peatedly pulled out her breathing
tube while under sedation in the
hospital. Because the injury lefther
breathing passage completely
closed, the Modesto woman had al-
sn heen unahle to smell — a sensa-

VOCAL SUPPCRT: Brenda Jensen's
voice box, windpipe and thyroid gland
were replaced by those of a dead doner.
She now speaks in her own voice

tion that she isenjoying again.
Before the transplant, Jensen
“talked” with the help of a hand-held

device that produces an electronic
voice. The robotic-sounding device
led to people hanging up on her or
treating her like she was not there, so
Jensen said risk of surgery was
worth it. After years of putting up
with humiliation, “I wasgametogo.I
wanted totalk again,” said Jensen.
Doctors replaced her voice box,
windpipe and thyroid gland with
that of a donor who died in an acci-
dent. The transplant was led by the
University of California-Davis Med-
ical Center. Chief surgeon Gregory
Farwell said the surgeons spent 16
hours working under a high-power

microscope asthey sewed thenerves:

back together, he said. .

Two weeks after the transplant,
Jensen voiced her first words to
her doctors in a hoarse tone: “Good
morning,” followed by “I wanna go
home” and “You guys are amaz-
ing.” Jensen has since been able to
speak more easily Doctors said
Jensen's voice was her ownand not
that of the donor. ae
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Liver tissue

grown in lab
cuts reliance
on donors

Washington: Scientists have
attained success in growing
human liver cells on resorba-
ble scaffolds made from mate-
rialsimilar to surgical sutures.

This liver tissue could be
used in place of donor organs
during liver transplantation
or during the bridge period
untilasuitable donor isavail-
‘able for patients with acute
liver failure, say researchers.

In applying their tissue en-
gineering approach, the Ger-
man researchers were able to
successfully create new liver
tissue providing a potential
solution to the obstacles chal-
lenging liver cell transplanta-
tion. The team isolated liver
‘cells from 12human liver spec-
imens with a viability of 82%.
Aftera two-day culture period,
liver cells formed tightly
packed cellular aggregates,

called spheroids, andtookona -

liver-like appearance.

Human liver cells were
distributed across a three-di-
mensional porous structure
of the polymer scaffolding.
From day two tofour, the aver-
age number of spheroids
more than doubled from 18 to
41 per visual field. ani
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Soon, superfast
quantum comps

tobe areality

London: Superfast quan-

tum computers could soon

. be a reality, as scientists
claim to have generated 10
billion bits of quantum en-
tanglement in silicon for
the first time.

The breakthrough in sili-
con — the basis of the com-
puter chip — has important
implications for integration
with existing technology, ac-
cording to ateam of interna-
tional scientists. The team,
which comprised scientists
from Britain, Japan, Canada
and Germany, believe that

- super-fast guantum comput-
ers, based on quantum bits,
called qubits, will be able to
test many possible solutions
toaproblem atonce.

Traditional computers
arebased onbinary switches,
or bits, and can only perform
one task at a time, “Creating
ten billion entangled pairs in
silicon with highfidelity isan
important step forward for
us,” John Morton of Oxford
University was quoted assay-
ing by Daily Mail. “We now
need to deal with the chal-

Scientists have
generated 10bn
bits of quantum
entanglement in
silicon for the first
time. This will help
computers to test
many possible
solutionsto a
problem at once

lenge of coupling these pairs
together to build a scalable
guantum computer in sili-
con,” Mortonadded.
According to scientists,
quaritum entanglement in-
volves the notion that parti-
cles can be connected in such
away that changing the state
of one instantly affects the
other, even when they are
miles apart. For this re-
search, the team used high
magnetic fields and low tem-
peratures to produce entan-
glement between the elec-
tron and the nucleus of an

atomof phosphorousembed- +

ded ina silicon crystal. e

Page 5 of 23



Publication: The Times Of India Delhi:Date: Jan 22, 201 1 5ection: Times Nation, Page: 20,

By 2020, 15% of world’s ailments
will be due to mental disorders

Kounteya Sinha | man

MNew Delhi: By 2020, nearly
15% of the world's disease
burden will be due tomental
disorders. Callingit a matter
of great concern, with such
disorders still grossly over-
looked in India and with 1is
awareness low even among
healthcare  professionals,
Umion health minister Ghulam
Mabi Azad said about 20% of
all patients seen by primary
health care doctors have one
or more mental disorder, One
m four families is likely to have
at least one member with a be-
havioural or mental disorder.

*“Together these disorders
accounted for 10.5% of the
global bumlen of diseass in 1960
which inereased to 12% 2000,
according to trends mn the
World Health Report-2001. By
2020, 1t will increase to 15% of

Union health
minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad said
about 20% of all
patients seen by
primary health
care doctors have
one or more
mental disorder

the burden,™ Azad said. 8o how
bad i= the situation in India?
Currently, India has just
28% of the required psychia-
trists, 25% of required psv-
chiatric nurses and only 2% of
the required clinical psychaol-
ogists and psychiatric social
workers, This means India
presently has 2,500 psychia-
trists, 500 clinical psycholo-
gists, 200 psychiatric social
workers and about a 1,000 psy-

chiatric rmirses.

As against 30,000 beds re-
quired for the mentally ill, there
areonly about 200 beds at pres-
ent. “Even by very conservative
yvardstick, there 1= therefore a
shortage of about 8,000 psychi-
atrists, 17,000 clinical psychol-
ogists, 23,000 psychiatric social
workers and 9,000 psvchiatrie
nurses,” Azad said.

A note prepared by the min-
1stry save, “T% of the Indian
population suffers firom men-
tal disorders. Over 0% remain
untreated. There is less than
one pevchiatrist for every four
lakh population.™

That's why the ministry 1=
now developing 11 institutions
as centres of excellence in
mental health which will add
44 psychiatrists, 176 clinical
psychologists, 176 psychiatrie
social worlers and 220 psychi-
atric nurses annually
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- Chess grandmasters
use hidden brain parts

Hong Kong: Professional chess
players have long stumped fans with
how they make killer moves so swift-
ly and intuitively, and a Japanese
study published on Friday may have
unlocked their secret.

Tracking blood flow into’ the
brain to detect spikes of activity, re-
searchers found that master players
of shogi — a Japanese game similar
to chess — use two regions of the
brain to make critical moves. Unlike
amateur players, who use the precu-
neus areaof the parietallobe, profes-
sionals use the caudate nucleus in
the center of the brain, said Keiji Ta-
naka at the RIKEN Brain Science In-
stitute's Cognitive Brain Mapping
Laboratory.

“Professionals are trained exten-
sively for a long time, over 10 years,
hours every day. This extensive
training (may have)shiftedthe activ-
ity from the cerebral certex to the

caudate nucleus,” the study's lead

author Tanaka said.

“Amateurs use the precuneuson-
ly a third of the time (that profes- »

sionals do),” Tanaka said.

MASTER OF THE GAME: Unlike amateur
players who use an area at the back of the
brain, professionals like Vishwanathan
Anand use a central area, say experts

The findings were published in

the journal Science. Experts believe

the caudate nucleus is responsible
for switching bodily movements.

“The candatenucleus is very well
developed inrats and mice, while the
cerebral cortex is very developed in
primates by becoming expert, shogi
masters start to use all parts of the
brain,” Tanaka said. Tanaka hoped
the study would inspire research in-
to developing the intuitive powers of
the caudate nucleus. REuTers
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Govt reluctant

to hike T fees

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH!

Jan. 21: The government
doesn’t seem 1nclined to
hike the fee for undergradu-
ate studies in the IITs as
suggested by an expert com-
Jmittee. Human resource
development minister Kapil
Sibal is reported to have
rejected the suggestion on
raising fee made by it dur-
ing a meeting of the T
Council in the capital on
Friday saying that this
would act as a “deterrent”.

The Anil Kakodkar Com-
mittee has suggested a four
to five-fold increase in fee
for students undertaking
undergraduate studies in the
prestigious IITs saying that
it be increased from
350,000 annually to 2
lakhs to ¥2.5 lakhs per
annum.

Its report was presented
during the council meeting
on Friday. It was, however,
reportedly asked to rework
the fee structure. Apart from
looking at the fee structure,
the expert committee has
also suggested a roadmap
for the IITs. These sugges-
tions were discussed at
length at today’s meeting
and will be taken into
account when the report is
finalised. - -

During the meeting, Mr

. Sibal also announced the

setting up of 50 research
parks at a cost of ¥200
crores during the 12th Plan
period.

A decision to appoint IIT
directors — the heads of the
mnstitutes — would be
through a process of open
advertisement so that there
is a wider choice of candi-
dates available. The council
decided that a panel for vis-

itor’s nominee for a particu- -

lar department would be
created, which all the IITs
could use for the selection
of faculty. This will ensure

_that timely selection of pro-

fessors are made.

The meeting -also dis-
cussed two: other reports,
both presented by Prof. San-
jay Dhande, who is the
director of IIT, Kanpur.
While one was on “a um-
form criteria for promoting
students from one semester
to the next in the IITS”, the
other is on “requirement of
Infrastructure for Research”.

With regard to the uniform
criteria for promotion, the
council agreed that the aca-
demic bodies of the various
IITs should consider acqui-
sition of credits as a criteria
for movement of students
and grant of degrees. As for
the other Dhande panel
report, the council wel-
comed the its suggestions
and agreed to implement
them over time.
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Doubts remain on JEE reform

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

he fourth meeting of the IIT Council

chaired by HRD Minister Kapil Sibal on
Friday was silent on the proposed reforms in
Joint Entrance Examination (JEE), scheduled in
April, but it did provide relief to IIT aspirants
by shooting down a proposal to hike the fees of
undergraduate programmes of the premier

technical institutes by about four times.

" The Anil Kakodkar committee, which was
set up to study the roadmap for the autonomy
and future of the IITs, had recommended that
the fees be raised from 50,000 per annum to
¥2-¥2.5 lakh per annum.

However, during discussions over the com-

mittee’s report, Sibal rejected the proposal say-

ing it will act as a “deterrent” to aspiring students,
said sources in the Ministry. The cornmittee has
been asked to rework the fee structure taking into

account the aspirations of all sections.

Sibal also announced the setting up of 50
research parks at a cost of 200 crores during the
12th Plan Period. These could be set up on PPP
mode encouraging private players to carry out
research activities with Government institutions.

. One park is already in existence in Chennai.

The meeting also decided that the appoint-

ment of Directors should be made through a

rocess of open advertisement so that a wider
gase is created for the purpose of selection.

- It also decided that in-principle approval
may be granted for setting up an IIT in
Mauritius with the help of the IiTs.

However, the much-awaited agenda on the JEE
reforms and the transparency mechanism that
should be adopted in the process, especially after
the RTI expasure were not discussed. The Ach
and the Rangaswamy committees had been work-
ing on the various issues involved in the JEE.
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DU gets partial nod for radloactlve experiments

By Ritika Chopra in New Delhl

SIX MONTHS after ablanket ban on radioac-
tive experiments crippled laboratory work
at Dethi University (DU), the country’s
nuclear watchdog has finally relented.
The Atomlic Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB) has glven “clearance” to DU to use
weak radioactlve sources for Just the
taught programmes of the department of
Physics and Astrophysics. This much-
awalted green signal was recelved by the
University's registrar on Thursday evening.
“The letter which came on Thursday Is
as good as a go-ahead. But we have to fill
afew forms as formality and send tt to the
AERB. The final permission wiil come In
two to three days,” sald a professor inthe
department of Physlcs and Astrophysics,
requesting anonymity. DU vice-chancel-
lor (VC) Dinesh Singh was unreachabie for
comment desplte repeated attempts.
The nuclear watchdog’s nod Is meant
exclusively for the taught programmes of
the department as Its students — all 332 of

k

April 8,2019: A radlation leak
reported from Mayapurl Industrlal
area; four persons injured

{ April 26,2010: One of the victims of

A physics lab at Delhi Universily.

them — enrolled In the M.Jech and M.Sc.
courses were the most affected because
of the ban. The injunction forbidding use
of radioactive sources Is stilt in place for
the rest of the sclence departments and
even the research students of Physlcs and
Astrophyslcs.

‘radiation exposure dies

April 28,2010: Source of radioactive

Cobalt-60 traced to DU’s Chemistry lab -

April 29,2010: AERB suspends DU's per-
misslon to use radioactive material

September 15,2010: AERB bans DU
from using radtoactive material

While the final year students of the two
physlcs courses have managed to com-
plete thelr practical curriculum for the
first semester at the inter University
Accelerator Centre In Vasant Kunj, about
300 first year students haven’t conducted
even one experiment based on radlocac-
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‘IIM-B in pact with US varsities

' To launch a unique Ieadershlp programme for senlor management

SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHUHYI'I‘NS

BANGALOFIE, Jmukm 21
,The Indian Institute of Man-
agement, Bangalore (IIM-B),
the Robert H Smith School of
Business at the University of
Maryland (Smith) and the
School of Management, Zhe-
iiang, University (Zhejiang,
China), ' have- jointly
announced the launch of a
global senior management .
program that will have busi-
ness leaders travelling to each
country to learn successful
innovation in each market.
The program titled ‘“Tech-
nology and Innovation Lead-
ership Beyond Borders’ con-
sists of a scries of three inter-
national business education
and professional develop-
ment training at each of the
three institutions, network-
ing and group activities for
participating executives, and
the granting of a certificate to
each successful participant.
The three institutions will

tive sources since the new sesslon started
in July 2010. DU is among the few Institu-
tlons in the country which offer pro-
grammes In nuclear science. It possibly
produces the largest number of students
speclalising In the field.

The AERB suspended DU’s permission to
use radloactive sources on Aprit 29, 2010
after an auctioned gamma cell landed In
a Mayapuri scrapyard, which had led to
death of one person and Injuries to 10 oth-
ers. The blanket ban came when DU falled
to submit its final reply on the radlation
incident to the AERB within the stipulated
period. It took as many as 15 visits to the
unlversity by the AERB officlals In 2010 and
a three-day tralning sesslon of faculty
members in December before the
nuctear watchdog finally decided to give
the green signal.

“The ban has been partlally lifted only
after the university returned all the
unused radloactive material and
appointed Radlological Safety Officer,”
sald the professor.

jointly deliver high-quality

training of international stan-
dard and will share in the
effort, expenses, and rev-
enues for the planning and
delivery of the programimne.
Pankaj Chandra, 'director,
[IMB, said, the programme
will feature three areas with
each of the partner schools
focusing on one area. [IMB
will focus on services, Smith on
innovation and creativity, and
Zhejiang on manufacturing.
“For the participant this
will translate into a compre-

hensive exposure to manag-

ing in a global business envi-
ronment in a more effective
manner,” he said.
. G Anand Anandalingam,
dean of the Robert H. Smith
School of Business, said, *
strong partner institutions,
we want to offer business
leaders in the US, China and
India the opportunity to expe- .
rience the unique strengths of
each market and the best way -
to do that is to give managers
an on-the-ground look at the
way businesses operates and
why they succeed.”

“The joint program has inte-

gratf:d the world’s top teach-
ing ' resources, which will

. spare no effort in cultivating

senior managers with a glob-
al strategic vision and a com-
- prehensive decision-making
ability. The managers here
can master the core concepts
in management, improve the
quality of self-management,
interpret the management
issues with a global vision
and become outstanding lead-
ers in business arena”, exec-
utive deari, School of Man-
agement, Zhejiang Universi-
ty, Xiaobo Wu said

The programme, which is
designed as three one-week

. segments, will kick-off in

Maryland in June 2011, with
-a week focusing on manage-
‘rial and creative innovation.

. The second phase - manufac-

turing innovation - will take

. place in Zhejiang, China in

September 2011. The pro-

- gramme will culminate with

a service innovation module
in Bangalore in January 2012.
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Govtsays
notoliT
fee-hike
proposal

OVERRULED: Kakodkar

THE government has rejected
the Anil Kakodkar commit-
tee’s proposal of a four-fold
hike In fees at 11Ts. 1t has asked
the committee to rework the
proposal. )

The Kakodkar commlttee,
appolinted by the human
resource development min-
istry, had recommended that
fees for undergraduate stu-
dents of the Institutions be
hlked from ¥50,000 to T2.5
lakh per annum. The proposal
was almed to enable IITs gen-
erate thelr own funds.

HRD minlister Kapll Sibal,
who chalred the 11T councii
meeting to discuss the report
on Friday, sald: “This fee hlke
would act as adeterrentto T
aspirants.”™

The HNT councll also left the
declision on Increasing hostel
fees to the respective board
of governors In each Institute.

‘Increase In fee will
discourage aspirants’

An HRD ministry officlal said:
“The mathematical model
proposed by the committee
has to be reworked. The com-
mittee will now take a month
to submit Hs report after con-
sidering the feedback and the
response of the IIT council,
which comprises the direc-
tors of all 11Ts.”

Another crucial fssue that
was to be addressed at the
meeting was the JEE admis-
slon reform. However, H could
not be taken up on Friday.

Sibal also announced that 50
research parks at a cost of
T200 crore would be set up In
the 12th filve-year plan. 1T
Madras, which was the first IIT

to come up with such a’

research park with Iindustry
collaboration, will serve as
the model.

TO Increase the number of
PhDs 10-fold from the existing
1,000, about 1,200 faculty
members would need to be
recrulted. The councll felt the
1ITs should focus on Increasing
the number and quality of
PhDs and Identify speclfic
areas of research.

Mail Today/New Delhi
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“Govt rejects
fee hike
for IITs N

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ‘
New Delhi, 21 January : :

ndian Institute of Technol- !

ogy aspirants can heave a
sigh of relief as government *
has shot down & proposal to
hike the fees of undergrad- *
uate programmes of the pre- *
mier technical institutes by
about four times.

The Anil Kakodkar com—
mittee, which was set up to '
study the roadmap for the -
autonomy and future of the
Indian Institutes of Tech. !
nology (IITs), had recom-
mended that the fees be®
raised from 350,000 per an- _
num to 22 to 2.5 lakh per
annum.

However, HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal rejected the pro-
posal, saying it will act as
a “deterrent” to aspiring stu-

“dents, said sources in the
Ministry. The committee has
been asked to rework the fee
structure taking into account”
the aspirations of ail sections.

The committee report-
came up for discussion at
the IIT Council meeting here
today, where Sibal an-
nounced the setting up of 50
research parks at a cost of
200 crore during the 12th
Plan Period.

These could be set up on .
Public Private Partnership
(PPP) mode encouraging pri- '
vate players to carry out re-
search activities in collabo- !
ration with government in-

stitutions. One park is already *

in existence in Chennai.
Taking note of the fact
‘that credit-based practices -
‘was being followed by dif- '
ferent IITs for promotion of ?
students from one semester
to the next, the meeting
agreed that academic bod--
ies of IITs should consider
acquisition of credits as !
a criteria for movement of
students and grant of de-’
grees to bring uniformity, ',
said a statement issued by ’
the Ministry. . 3
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Govt rejects
IITs fee hike

PBD BUREAU/ PTI
NEW DELHL, JAN 21

IT. aspu‘ants can heave a
sigh of relief as Government
has shot down a proposal to
hike the fees of undergradu-
ate programmes of the pre-
mier technical institutes by
about four times.

The Anil Kakodkar com-

mittee, which was set up to.

study the roadmap for the
autonomy and future of the
IITs, had recommended
that the fees be raised from

%50,000 per annum to T2 to -

¥2.5 lakh per annum.

However, HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal rejected the pro-
posal, saying it will act as a
"deterrent” to aspiring stu-
dents, said sources in the
Ministry. _

The panel has been asked
to rework the fee structure
taking into account the aspi-
rations of all sections.

The committee report
came up for discussion at
the IIT Council meeting

here today, where Sibal

announced the setting up of

50 research parks at a cost
of X200 crores during the

: _12th Plan Period.

These could be set up on

: PPP mode encouraging pri-

vate players to carry out
research activities in collab-
oration with Govt institu-
tions. One park is already in
existence in Chennai.
Taking note of the fact
that credit-based practices
was being followed by differ-
ent ITs for promotion of stu-
dents from one semester to
the next, the meeting agreed

- that academic bodies of IITs

should consider acquisition

“of credits as a criteria for

movement of students and
grant of degrees to bring uni-
formity, said a statement

‘issued by the Ministry.

 The observation came after

- the Report of Dhande panel on

the uniform/homogeneous cri-
teria for promoting student
from one semester to next in
the IITs was discussed in detail

The meeting also decid-
ed that the appointment of
Directors should be made

Jthrough a process of open

advertisement.
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ibal rejects proposal

3 3
for

four-fold hike in IIT fees

Says Move Will Deter Aspirants, Kakodkar To Give New Plan

Our Political Bureau

- NEW DELHI

HE proposed four-fold fee

hike for undergraduate

programmes at the HTs asa
way to ensure financial autonomy
has been tumed down by the IIT
Coundl. HRD minister Kapil Sibal,
who chairs the coundil, rejected the
proposal and described itas a
*deterrent” for large sections of stu-
dents, The fee hike was proposed as
part of the road map for autonomy
prepared by a five-member
committee headed by IT Bombay
chairman and former Atomic Ener-
gy Commission chief Anil
Kakodkar. ,

“A fee hike of this nature would
be a deterrent to many people who
want 1o be a part of the T system.
The committee will rework its
suggestions and submit the report,”
Sibal said. The committee is expect-
ed to submit a reworked proposal in
a month'’s time. _

Unlike the OMs, the IITs are seen
to draw students from across the
socio-economic spectrum, Any
move to hike fees is seen as
adversely impacting this avenue

INCLUSIVE POLICY: Kapil Sibal

for econormic mobility.

The Kakodkar committee was
formed in February last year to
draw up a road map for autonomy
for the 15 institutes that comprise
the IIT system. Financdial independ-
ence is seen key to ensuring
autonomy for these institutes as
they depend on grants from the
central government. To achieve
this, the panel recommended to
raise undergraduate tuition fees
from the current level of T 50,000 to
T2 lakha year.

It sought to replicate the M fee

* model for undergraduate IIT cours-
es. But the IMs are post-graduate

institutions. The committee was not
keen to raise fees at the post
graduate level as higher fees at the
PG level may discourage students
from pursuing higher studiesand -
research. This, it was felt, would de-
tract from efforts to increase
research at the IITS.

Several members of the council
described the “IIM mode] for IITs”

* as “too simplistic”. “The

mathematical model for
autonomy needs to be reworked,”
an IIT Council member said. How-
ever, it would appear thatin the
short and medium run, avenues
for raising revenues substantial
enough to reduce the financial de;
pendence of the ITs on the
government appear to be limited.
Industry participation, thereby
investrent, at the research level is
unlikely to be substantial, as the
total number of engineering PhDs
every year is about 1,000, Mr
Kakodkar has suggested pushing
this figure up to 10,000 a year. He
also suggested that each IT engage
1200 faculty members to guide
PhDs and research at the institutes.
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"Nofee hike n IT'Ts fornow

NEW DELHI: The government has rejected
the proposal for a four-fold increase in the
fees of undergraduate programmes of the
premier technical institutes in the country.

Human Resource Development Minister
Kapil Sibal rejected the proposal for a fee hike,
suggested by the Kakodkar committee. The
committee, which was set up to study the
roadmap for the autonomy and future of the
ITT}, had recommended that the fee be raised
from Rs 50,000 per annum to Rs 2 to Rs 2.5
lakhperannum.

Sibal said it will act as a “deterrent” to as-
piring students, according to an official
source in the ministry.

The committee has been asked to rework
the fee structure, taking into account aspi-

rations of all sections. _

The report was discussed at the ITT Coun-
cil meeting here on Friday. After the meet-
ing, Sibal is reported to have announced the
setting up of 50 research parks at a cost of
Rs 200 crore during the 12th plan period.

These could be set up on PPP mode, en-
couraging private players to carry out re-
search activities in collaboration with govern-
ment institutions. One such park already
exists in Chennai,

Given that credit-based practices were be-
ing followed by different ITT} for promotion of
students, the Council agreed that academic
bodies of ITTS should consider acquisition of
credits as criteria for movement of students

and granting of degrees. ENS
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“A. K. Singh to
head Allahabad
University

NEW DELH:: A.X. Singh, of the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (I1IT}, Bombay, has been
appointed as the new Vice-
Chancellor (VC) of the histor-
ic Allahabad University, His
name was approved by the
President Pratibha Pati} in
her capacity as Visitor of all
Central Universities. A for-
mal notification has been is-
sued by . the Ministry of
Human Resource
Development.

Professor Singh was one
among four names shortlist-
ed by the search committee
set uptoidentify anew VC for
the University. The term of
the previous VC, R.G. Harshe,
ended earlier this year. The
committee — chaired by RA.
Mashelkhar, the President’s
nominee, and the Universi-
ty’s Executive Council’'s nom-
inees Anandakrishnan and
Satish Chandra — submitted
its-report to the Centre late
last month. The other three
names shortlisted were M.D.
Tiwari, Director of Indian In-

- stitute of Information Tech-
nology (IIIT), - Allahabad,
Amitava Raychaudhuri, Di-
rector, Harish Chandra Re-
search- Institute, AMahabad;
and Ravi Shankar Srivastava,
Professor of Economics, Cen-
tre for the Study of Regional
Development,  Jawaharlal
Nehru University.

Having done his Ph.D from
IIT-Kanpur, Prof. Singh
joined IIT-Bombay in 1984,
and has served as Director,
Regional Research Laborato-
ry, Jorhat and as VC of Bun-
delkhand University. “I have
got the appointment letter to-
day and will join the Allaha-
bad University shortly,” Prof.
Singh told The Hindu from
Bombay on Friday. He is also
credited with Post-Doctoral
research from Florida State
University, Tallahassee; Uni-
versity of Hawaii, Honolulu,
and Columbia University,
NewYork.

Known at'one time as “The
Ozxford of the East”, Allaha-
bad University was designat-
ed as a Central University in
2005 by an Act of Parliament.
Famous alumni of the insti-
tute include Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Motilal Nehru, V.P.
Singh, Chandra Shekhar, Go-
bind Ballabh Pant, Shankar
Dayal Sharma, Mahadevi Ver-
ma and Harivansh Rai Bach-
chan. Prof. Tiwari, who is the
president of the Association
of Indian Universities, was
instrumental in the opening
of a separate campus of IIIT-
Allahabad at Amethi.
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Flight sunulatlon nears ‘landing’ on Mars

Itis to help real space crews cope with the stress of interplanetary travel. «

Nataliya Vasilyeva

fter 233 days in a locked steel cap-
ule, six researchers on a 520-day
mock flight to Mars are all feeling strong
" and ready to “land” on the Red Planet,
the mission dirgctor said on January 2L

The all-male crew, of three Russians, a
Chinese, a Frenchman and an Italian-
Colombian, has been inside windowless
capsules at a Moscow research centre
since June 2010. Their mission aims to
help real space crews in the future cope
with the confinement and stress of inter-
planetary travel.

The researchers communicate with
the outside world via e-mails and video
messages, occasionally delayed to give
them the feel of being farther than a few
yards (meters) away from mission con-
trol. The crew members eat canned food
similar tp that eaten on the Internation-
al Space Station and shower only once a
week.

Landing on February 12

None of the men has considered aban-
doning the mission, although they are
free to walk out at any time, mission
director and former cosmonaut Boris
Morukov said. “They are still motivated,
but there is a certain fatigue, which is

natural,” he said.

The six men are due to “land” on Mars
on February 12, 2011 and spend fwo days
researching the planet, They then begin
the months-long return flight to Earth,
expected to be the most challenging part
of the mission. (The end of the 520-day
study, with the crew landing on Earth is
on November 5, 2011.)

“It will be very tough on the boys be-
causé of the monotony,” Morukov said.
“The fatigue and the thought that the
mission is over can be fraught with nega-
tive consequences.”

The Mars500 experiment is being
conducted by the Moscow-based Rus-
sian Institute for Biomedical Problems
(IBMP), the European Space Agency and
China’s space training centre.

In an effort to reproduce the condi-
tions of space travel, with exception of
weightlessness, the crew has living quar-
ters the size of a bus connected with
several other modules for experiments
and exercise. A separate built-in imitator
of the Red Planet’s surface is attached for
the mock landing.

A real Mars mission is decades away —
there are huge costs, major technological
challenges and the task of creating a
compact shield to protect crew from

, deadly space radiation.— AP

MARS500: During the isolation period, the crew will be simulating all
elements of the mission — travelling to Mars, orbiting the planet,
landing and returning to Earth. A 2010 file photograph released by
the Russian Institute for Biomedical Problems shows spacesutts being
tested on a simulated Mars surface.- PHOTO: AP .
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‘Government says ‘no’
to fee hike in IITs

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHE: The Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD)on Friday asked
the Kakodkar Committee to
“re-work” its proposal seek-
ing a four-fold increase in fees
for undergraduate courses at
the prestigious Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (11Ts).
At a meeting of the Joint
Council of 1ITs held here,
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
said the proposal to increase
fee from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 2.5
lakh a year would act as a de-
terrent to aspiring students,
He asked the committee to
~re-work the “mathematical
- model” and present its report
to the Board of Governors of
the IITs before forwarding it
to the Ministry for a final call,
The five-member Commit-
tee, set up to suggest a road
map for IIT’s autonomy and
~growth, had recommended
the hike to make IITs more
self-sufficient, , reduce de-
pendence on grants, and en-
able the institutes to create
faculty and non-faculty posts
on their own without having
to seek government clear-
ance. The Committee, which
presented the report before
the Council, also suggested
that the 15 IITs should raise

the money to run undergrad-
uate courses entirely through
tuition fees and not depend
on grants, ’ _
The Kakodkar Committee
was set up in October 2009.
Its other members are: T.V.
Mohandas Pai, Director (Hu-
man Resource), Infosys; K.
Mohandas, Vice-Chancellor

of the Kerala University of

Health and Allied Sciences;

‘Professor Ashok Jhunjhun-

wala, IIT Madras; and Hari
Bhartia, Chairman of the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry. JIT Guwahati Direc-
tor Gautam Barua, [IT Mandi
Director T. Gonsalvesand IIT
Kanpur Chairman M. Anan-
dakrishnan were special in-
vitees. The committee had a
series of meetings with the
IIT directors, faculty and in-
dustry representatives.

Its members visited five
universities in China last No-
vember to familiarise them-
selves with the best practices
in science education and re-
search. The committee will
come up with fresh recom-
mendations within a month.

The Joint Council could
not take up the Ramasami
committee report on the for-
mat of the IIT Joint Entrance
due to Mr. Ramasami’s ab-
sence from the meeting,
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okays Mauritius plan

BY PrasHANT K. NaNDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

................................................

NEW DELHI

The Union government on Friday rejected a proposed
fivefold increase in the fee for B-tech courses at the
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs).

A committee set up by the human resource
development (HRD) ministry under [IT-Bombay chairman
Anil Kakodkar had advised increasing the fee from %2 lakh
to X10 lakh through the four years of the course. The panel
was set up to suggest a road map for the autonomy and
future of the IITs.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal, who headed a meeting of 15
HTs and their board of governors, did not approve the
proposal. He has asked the five-member Kakodkar
committee to re-draft its report,

ITT officials said a final decision was not taken. “The
committee was asked to fine-tune the proposal and
present a final report,” said R.P. Agrawal, chairman, board
of governors, IIT-Delhi,

A top government official, requesting anonymity, said a
fee hike at a time of rising prices would have created more
prablems for the government. “The fee hike may not be
more than 20% in the near future. It can increase, but not
now,” the official said.

The HRD ministry and the IIT council approved some
other proposals, though: The setting up of 50 science
parks across the country and to help the Mauritius
government set up a technology institute modelled after
the IITs,

The Mauritius government had last year urged India to
help it set up such an institute. “It will not be an Indian
Institute of Technology or a branch of it,” said Agrawal.

The IIT will help Mauritius in establishing such an
institute and with content, he said.

As for the science parks, a ministry spokesperson said
Sibal wants them set up to help industry and students
conduct research and innovate. “These parks would be
modelled after one already in existence at IIT-Madras.”

A decision on reforms in the IIT-JEE (joint entrance
examination) was deferred as science secretary T.
Ramasami could not attend the meeting. Ramasami is
heading a committee on admission reforms in the IITs.

Govt rejects fee hike at II'Ts,
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